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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


Anson, who has 
to them that 


of this Branch) will be given on J u ^ e ^ s p eak 

kindly promised to come down from town 

afternoon. r wward'S -O n May icth, at 33. Marina (by the 

Hastings and St. Leonard s ^ y m „ Univer sities Camps for 
kind permission of Mrs. Barker), A jj piumptre, from 

Public School Boys” was given by the • • 

Oxford. The Rev. G. Carr, D-D., t°° e ' Mrg Fran klin, 50, 

Hvde Park and »AtHome” Thursday Morning,— The 

Porchester Terrace, Hyde Park. Mav nth at 13, Mansfield 

last lecture of the session was given on Friday May ’inn, 3, ^ 

Street (by kind permission of Mrs. Bndgeman), by Dr. Schofield, on 
Natural and the Artificial.” Particulars of cricket for children and adults 
csm *be had from Mrs. Franklin, also of ” Talks to Nurses,” brushwork 

and handicraft classes. , , 

Leeds.— A meeting was held on April 27th, when a paper was rea y 

Miss Alice Ravenhill on the “ A. B. C. of Child Hygiene. ea in ^ W1 
such topics as Air, Breathing, Clothing, &c., as are suggested by the 
letters of the alphabet, Miss Ravenhill gave her audience a great deal ot 
most interesting and valuable information, from which even those to 
whom the subject of hygiene is most familiar could not help deriving 
benefit. An interesting discussion followed, and it was only to be 
regretted that more members were not present. 

Ipswich.— On April 3rd, Mdlle. Duriaux gave a most interesting and 
instructive demonstration lesson on the teaching of trench, Lady Barren 
presiding.— On April 2bth, Mr. P. H. Bagenal lectured on “ Thring as an 
Educationalist” What the lecturer wanted to do was to examine briefly 
the principles on which Thring’s life work was constructed, Englishmen 
of the upper class sent their children from home to be educated by 
strangers. In theory they were sent to a place better than home to be 
under men who trained better than fathers and mothers. A place better 
than home was a large demand, and the mere teaching did not satisfy the 
claim, for teaching might be had and the home kept. The difference 
between merely teaching and teaching and trainhig was immeasurable. 
The introduction of the training element at once made a different world, 
and this, if it was truly adapted to its purpose, demanded everything that 
the other did, with the addition of everything necessary to provide for the 
whole life of every boy in and out of doors, on the best training principles. 
This brought them to the necessary conditions of a boarding school as a 
place of training. It must be better than home. But every boy went from 
a home, and a thousand families did not want 10 per cent, of their 1,000 
boys to be turned out brilliant knowledge caskets, while 90 per cent, could 
take their chance The class list did not satisfy the training demanded 
for each boy at all, and that was the general principle of Thring’s educa- 
lona leory. e held that all the ordinary requirements for good 
ac mg an goo life were capable of being stated with as much 

rrr , reqmrements of a "y other piece of mechanism ; and in a 
school, therefore it was of the utmost importance that the whole govern^ 
mentj and machinery should in it« m ;„,, . .• , WI,ole govern- 

Votes of .hank, ,o Mr. Ba«„ a , ‘ ‘ d ° itS W “ k ' 

presiding, were passed. '“ lure ’ and '>'• Ba ' tle ‘ for 
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PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

HELD AT 

St. Martin’s Town Hall, 

May 15 Ih, ibth, 17 th and 18th , 1900. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


TUESDAY, May 15///, 10.30 a.m. 

Dr. A. SCHOFIELD (Chairman), after making* a few an- 
nouncements, said : Before asking Mrs. Steinthal to read 
her paper on “ The Old Grace and the New Intellect,” it is 
only necessary for me to address to you a few words of 
hearty welcome. We are very pleased to meet together again 
after another most eventful year, and are glad to feel that 
the Parents’ National Educational Union has not yet become 
fossilized, but is still a living, growing organization in every 
direction. There are, I believe, present to-day, friends from 
Moscow, and representatives from Branches of the Society 
in Copenhagen, Brussels, Adelaide and other places. I hat 
shows that we pursue not merely an English national duty, 
but an imperial work in carrying out what promises to be a 
great national organization. Ihe attendance here to-day 
is not as large as at previous Conferences, but for that, as 
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ml1 ct blame the war: peoples 

for many other things, we transpiring in other 

minds are so taken up with ^ what^i suffer . But 

quarters of the globe that a ion shou ld, I think, 

there is one reason why this A ^ last nig ht the 

have a special place in your J ^ of the greatest 

united bonds that are beginning n were forged in the 

Imperial Empires the world has thi and considering 

House of Commons Now S under the pro vidence 

seems to be called, ^tlrat, now more 

m^yTmiron^but^w^V” ‘ h f ^tEmp're- 

any he^oiTan oration like 
this we should be glad to do so and, further should make it 
known among others. I am glad ro find that members o 
the different Branches comprise some of the most thoughtful 
people in the various neighbourhoods. The only criticism 
that occurs to me is that these people are sometimes a litt e 
too thoughtful and not sufficiently active. I know that the 
feeling of this Association is against propaganda of all 
sorts, but I also feel that no pains or trouble should be 
spared to ensure the increase and success of such an 
organization. If you consider, I think you will agree with 
me that there is not an organization that will do more good 
in the Empire — as compared with its size — than the Parents’ 

Vofi nn 17 rlnonfi An nl I Tninn 


Mrs. Steinthal then read a paper on 

THE OLD GRACE AND THE NEW INTELLECT. 

So much has lately been written on the subject of good 
manners, that it may seem presumptuous to try to give a 
new dress to old thoughts. But the question seems to me 
to be one of such vital importance at the present day, and 
one which may so seriously hinder and impede the progress 
of the human race, that I dare not hesitate to bring it 
before the members of the P.N.E.U. 

Lut, first — does the title present a true picture r Is all 
grace old and intellect new r Are we not rather given in 
ese flying days to make aphorisms and sweeping assertions. 
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and, because they are smart and catching, accept them in a 
loose, illogical fashion as truths, and never pause to consider 
if there is even a substratum of truth in them or not? 

How many women to-day take it for granted that one 
swallow makes a summer, or one yellow leaf an autumn r 
We will endeavour therefore to ascertain if grace must 
necessarily be old, or intellect modern ; if we run any danger 
of losing grace or good manners, and if it is possible for 
the two to exist side by side. 

On re-reading much of the literature of the early part of 
this century, I am struck by the fact that bad manners 
are constantly complained of. In a delightful book— A 
Girl’s Life 80 years ago — Eliza Southgate writes in a letter 
in 1800:— “Mrs. Lovell is a fine, lady-like woman, yet her 
manners are such as would have been admired fifty years ago ; 
there is too much appearance of whalebone and buckram to 
please the depraved taste of the present day. Nancy, the 
eldest daughter, is elegant and refined and has no airs. 

She also writes in another letter : — “ Miss S. was I can t 
tell you what— you may have heard of her, celebrated lor 
her wit ; lost a lover by exercising it rather too severely. 
Poor soul ! it was a sad affair ; she has at last become aware 
of the impropriety of her conduct, and now hopes to atone 
for it by flattering every gentleman she sees, she talks 
incessantly, laughs always at what she says herself, 
table where the judges, lawyers, and a dozen ladies an 
gentlemen were seated, Miss S. engrossed the conversation 
g In this manner she draws a whole swarm around 

‘“doe? 1 ^Austin “ay" >»<«. girls manners f On 

hearing that Fannie was no ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a§ appea rance, 

Ire"* speaking, » »u. * “ se ^ t £ 
looks v^ry^emurej* and^ says never a word. Oirls 



